{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. III.]         THE   GERMAN   QUESTION.                     333}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 December and was now revised. This was done in a series of Conferences which now took place, and the result of their labours was laid before the Con\-gress on May 23rd, in the form of a draught-Act of Federation. On the next day Stein laid the follow\-ing criticism of it before the Russian Cabinet :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 The different plans for a German Confederation which have liitherto been discussed contained the proposition, 'to create Estates 'Landstande) for the protection of liberty and property with the right of participating in taxation and legislation and guaranteed by the Confederation.'}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 This principle received the approval of His Majesty the Emperor in the Note which he caused to be presented on No\-vember nth. A great part of the Princes acknowledged it in :heir Declaration of November i6th; it served as a basis in the ileliberations between the King of Wurtemberg and his Estates, [t is found in the plans of Federation which the Cabinet of Berlin las submitted. It was therefore to be expected that it would ippear in the bases on which Austria and Prussia have just come :o an agreement. Yet we find only in the loth Article the vague proposition, 'In all German States there shall exist a Constitution jy Estates,' without any enactment about their powers or about i guarantee for them. In this way every principle is abandoned .ipon which the political arrangements of the nation may be based.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Thus without a moment's delay Stein branded the new Federation with the character which after\-wards was clearly proved to belong to it, a cha\-racter very unlike that of the old Empire. The Federation resembled the Empire in one most con\-spicuous point, in its complete inefficiency for the first purpose of a Federation, namely, foreign de\-fence. But in another main point it differed for the worse, it was considerably more pervaded with the principles of absolute monarchy. The Empire had been composed of states of three different types\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 21-}\par }